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St.John's C of E Academy is a two-form entry primary school in the Gateford and Worksop are. We have an attached Nursery and are part of the Southwell and Nottingham Mulit Academy Trust. We have approximately 450 pupils on roll. We serves an area north of Worksop centre, with a mixture of rented and owner-occupier housing.  We have a small number of children whose first language is not English; these children speak languages such as Polish, Lithuanian, Romanian, Cantonese, Russian and Turkish. The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups is low, as is the proportion of those who speak English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils supported through the pupil premium is lower than average; this is additional government funding for pupils known to be eligible for free school meals, those in local authority care and pupils with a parent in the armed forces. The proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs is in line with the national average. The proportion supported through Additional Family Funding or Higher Level Needs Funding or with an Educational Health Care Plan is much lower than the national average. 

1. What kinds of special educational needs does the school/setting make provision for? 
Cognition and Learning needs 
Communication and Interaction needs 
Sensory, physical and/or medical needs 
Anxiety related needs 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs

At St John’s C of E Academy we aim to include all children regardless of the nature of their special educational need. 

2. How does the school/setting know if pupils need extra help and what should I do if I think that my child may have special educational needs? 

Pupils have special education needs if they have a learning need that calls for special education provision to be made. Pupils have a learning difficulty if they: 

a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or 
b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools
 Pupils must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because of language or the form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught. 

If you think, or know, that your child has special educational needs then please speak to your child’s class teacher or either of the SENCOs: Mrs Nicola Aris ( Senior SENCo), Mrs Kat Watson ( SENCo).

As a school we use a Graduated Response process which helps us to determine if a child has a Special Educational Need. For further details on the Graduated Response process please see the SEND Policy available on the school website. 

3. a) How does the school/setting evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for pupils with special educational needs? 

In order to make consistent continuous progress in relation to SEND provision the school encourages feedback from staff, parents and pupils throughout the year. We use our Support Plan system in  order to facilitate discussion between the child on the SEND register, parents and class teachers as to how we can work together to best meet the needs of the child.

Pupil progress will be monitored on a termly basis in line with the SEND Code of Practice; this is done through Individual Support Plans. Provision for SEN will be mapped, monitored, reviewed and evaluated in line with school systems for pupil progress. These processes are designed to support pupil progress. Information from pupil progress reviews will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of provision. We track the attainment and progress of children on the SEND register using a variety of tools including National Curriculum levels, NFER tests, Bsquared assessments, Boxall Profile and AET Framework. 

b) How will both the school/setting and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will the school/setting help me to support their learning? 
St John’s C of E Academy will regularly monitor the progress of all pupils and formally record this at least termly. Staff will then look at the progress being made and consider any further support that may be appropriate. 
Parent/Teacher interviews will take place at least twice a year and parents will be encouraged to actively take part in these. At these meetings progress will be discussed, future actions decided, new targets set and ideas for how you can support your child will be discussed. 

c) What is the school’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs? 
At St John’s C of E Academy, we aim to offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all children whatever their ability or needs. We have high expectations of all our children. We set suitable learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse learning needs. The school provides a safe, secure and inclusive environment which ensures that the needs and disabilities of all pupils are met and do not present barriers to learning. 

d) How will the curriculum and learning be matched to my child/young person’s needs? 
The curriculum will be adapted to meet your child’s needs in a variety of ways. This may include adaptation of a task, differentiation or use of appropriate adult support or resources. 

e) How are decisions made about the type and amount of support my child/young person will receive? 
Decisions made about support are taken by the class teachers and the SENCo/Head Teacher, during pupil progress meetings. If further support if required, beyond that which the school is expected to fund, then the SENCo will apply for external funding. 

f) How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 
Your child will be included in all trips and extra activities. Sometimes adaptations will be required to enable your child to participate. 

g) What support will there be for my child/young person’s overall well-being? 
The well-being of all pupils at St John’s C of E  Academy is of great importance. School will work closely with parents/carers and other outside agencies to achieve this. 

4. (For mainstream schools and maintained nurseries) Who is the school/setting’s special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and what are their contact details. 

· Mrs Nicola Aris ( Senior SENCo) and Mrs Kat Watson ( SENCo) are responsible for co-ordinating the day to day provision of education for pupils with SEND. Both Mrs Aris and Mrs Watson can be contacted through the school office:  01909 481540
 

5. a) What training have staff supporting special educational needs had and what is planned? 

We aim to keep all school staff up to date with relevant training and developments in teaching practice in relation to the needs of pupils with SEND. 
Other training for teachers and TAs will be organised as and when required. If a particular pupils needs require specific staff training then this will be organised, eg Manual Handling Training 

The SENCos attend relevant SEND courses, Family SEN meetings and facilitates/signposts relevant SEND focused external training opportunities for all staff. 
Training attended by members of staff during the 2023/24 and 2024/25 academic year: Interoception training, Autism Awareness, Precision Teaching, Makaton training, Cognitive Load, Introduction to Dyscalculia, Clicker for ipads, Dyslexia Screening, Working with Pupils with Down’s Syndrome, Adaptive Teaching, Positive Handling, Metacognition for Dyslexic Learners, Epilepsy Awareness.

St John’s C of E Academy is also part of the PINs Project ( Partnership for the Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools. We have completed year 1 of the project and are intending to complete year 2 during the 2025/26 academic year. The project involves working with agencies such as Speech and Language therapist, specialist teachers from the Communication and Interaction team, members of  Parent Partnership, in order to increase staff knowledge and confidence to support all our learners with neurodiverse needs whether or not they have a diagnosis. 

b) What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by the setting/school? 
The school continues to build strong working relationships and links with external support services in order to fully support our SEND pupils and aid school inclusion. 
Medical officers 
Healthy Families Team
Occupational Health 
Physiotherapy 
CAMHS 
Speech and Language 
SIS- Schools Inclusion Services
Educational Psychology
Bassetlaw Primary Behaviour Partnership
Other relevant services 

6. How will equipment and facilities to support pupils with special educational needs secured? How accessible is the school/setting? 

A referral the Physical Disability Service can be made for any equipment that the child may need whilst in school, such as plinths, walking aids, personal care requirements etc. The service also provides training for staff and support in writing health care plans, risk assessments and intimate care plans amongst other types of paperwork as required. 
A referral for inclusive technology can also be made if the school feel that they cannot meet the needs of the child with the technology already available in school.

7. What are the arrangements for consulting parents of pupils with special educational needs? How will be I involved in the education of my child/young person? 

St John’s C of E Academy believes that a close working relationship with parents is vital in order to ensure 
a) early and accurate identification and assessment of SEN leading to the correct intervention and provision 
b) continuing social and academic progress of children with SEN 
c) personal and academic targets are set and met effectively 

Parents can contact their child’s class teacher and/or a SENCO if they have a particular concern about their child and/ or the provision being made for them. 
Parents are kept up to date with their child’s progress through progress reports and parent’s evenings. In cases where more frequent regular contact with parents is necessary, this will be arranged based on the individual pupil’s needs. The SENCO may also signpost parents of pupils with SEN to the local authority ‘Ask Us Nottinghamshire’ service where specific advice, guidance and support may be required. 
If an assessment or referral indicates that a pupil has additional learning needs the parents and the pupil will always be consulted with regards to future provision. Parents are invited to attend meetings with external agencies regarding their child, and are kept up to date and consulted on any points of action drawn up in regards to the provision for their child. 

8. What are the arrangements for consulting young people with SEN and involving them in their education? 

As children get older teachers discuss targets and children are encouraged to identify their own areas of need. The views of the child are always sort when completing Support Plans; during this process they are given the opportunity to convey their thoughts and feelings about what is working well and how we might be able to improve how their needs are met in school. The views of children with SEND are also sought through Pupil Voice surveys which are undertaken throughout the academic year. 

9. What do I do if I have a concern or complaint about the SEN provision made by the school/setting? 

If a parent or carer has any concerns or complaints regarding the care or welfare of their child, an appointment can be made by them to speak to the SENCO, who will be able to advise on formal procedures for complaint. 

10. How does the governing body involve other organisations and services (e.g. health, social care, local authority support services and voluntary organisations) in the meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and supporting the families of such pupils? 

The school continues to build strong working relationships and links with external support services in order to fully support our SEN pupils and aid school inclusion. 
Sharing knowledge and information with our support services is key to the effective and successful SEN provision within our school. Any one of the support services may raise concerns about a pupil. This will then be brought to the attention of the SENCO who will then inform the child’s parents. 
The following services will be involved as and when necessary: 
Healthy Families Team 
Occupational Health 
Physiotherapy 
CAMHS 
Speech and Language 
SFSS- Schools and Families Specialist Support Services 
Educational Psychology 
PDSS – Physical Disability Support Service 
Bassetlaw Primary Behaviour Partnership
Other relevant services 

11. How does the school/setting seek to signpost organisations, services etc who can provide additional support to parents/carers/young people? 

Regular meetings provides opportunities for parents and school to discuss the needs of a child. The class teacher/SENCO will have the knowledge to refer/signpost parents to services/groups that are relevant for their child’s needs. 
Alternatively parents can access Nottinghamshire’s local offer website which contains information about services available to families. This can be found at: 
http://nottinghamshire.sendlocaloffer.org.uk 

12. How will the school/setting prepare my child/young person to: 

i) Join the school/setting? 

Transition from other settings into St John’s C of E Primary 
· Parents and pupils may come for an informal visit to our setting and discuss the needs of their child with the head teacher and/or SENCo 
· School will liaise with other setting/parents/other professionals to gather information on the child’s needs prior to them starting at St John’s C of E Academy. 
· Transition visits and other supporting activities will be arranged if appropriate.

ii) Transfer between phases of education (e.g. early years to primary, primary to secondary etc)? 

Transition from St John’s C of E Academy to another setting 
· School will liaise with parents to ensure a smooth transition into other settings and pass on relevant information. 
· Parents of pupils with SEN will be encouraged to visit local education providers with regards to their secondary education from Year Five 
· Staff will actively promote Parents Open Evenings at the local schools and offer assistance if requested by parents 
· Close links with SENCo at chosen setting will be established to assist with a smooth transition and information sharing 
· Where appropriate,  visits to the new establishment will be arranged to fit around the needs of the child and the arrangements of the new setting in-line with their SEN policy 


13. Where can I access further information? 
Please contact the Principal, Mr Gez Rizzo, Senior SENCo, Mrs Nicola Aris, or SENCo, Mrs Kat Watson on 01909 481540. 
 



